Court in an average of 5 to 6 weeks, as compared with 9
to 12 months formerly in the U.S. district court.

The practice of accepting a guilty plea in return for a
reduced charge is far less common now, resulting in more
felony indictments and fewer misdemeanor charges. The
backlog of pending cases involving serious misdemeanors
was reduced by 40 percent in calendar 1971, and the time
between arrest and trial has been reduced from an aver-
age of 6 or 7 weeks to 3 or 4 weeks for jury trials, and less
for nonjury trials.

Appeals. The B.C. Court of Appeals, which hears appeals
from the D.C. Superior Court, has nine full-time judges,
three retired judges who serve part-time, and a staff of
32 persons. Its FY 1972 appropriation from the Congress
was $1.126 million. The President appoints judges to 15-

year terms on both District of Columbia courts wirt
approval of the Senate.                                     >

Fifteen full-time judges, seven retired judges ser
part-time, and 334 staff members arc assigned to the
district court, which with respect to criminal cases h
only cases involving Federal offenses as of August 1
A few civil matters remain to -be transferred in An
1973. The FY 1971 congressional appropriation was,
million.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Colun
Circuit hears appeals from the U.S. district court
U.S. Tax Court, and Federal administrative agencie-
has 9 judges, two senior retired judges, and a staff o]
pei-sons. The FY 1971 budget was approximately fl
million. The District of Columbia paid $7.272 millior

f general sessions, which had limited
